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CDEMS 

CDEMS is the Chronic Disease Electronic Management System, an electronic registry developed by the Washington State Diabetes Prevention and Control Program and first released in 2002. CDEMS is a Microsoft Access( database application designed to assist medical providers and management in tracking the care of patients with chronic health conditions.  A paper-based system, CDEMS is designed around a progress note that facilitates standardization of care for patients with a particular chronic condition.  Printed progress notes, patient lists, and summary reports generated from the registry database have altered the way services are delivered and measured for clinics nationwide.

Customizable measures for related health conditions, medications, services and labs may be defined by the CDEMS user for any chronic health condition. The progress note summarizes current status of a patient’s care for each measure tracked for a chronic condition and serves as a convenient checklist for the provider during a visit.  Ticklers can be defined for early alerts of services and labs that are due or out of the target range.  A graphs page shows patient trends for weight and blood pressure and key labs over the past two years.  Measurements guide the management of individual patients and monitor quality of care for the population with by a chronic condition.

Flexible reporting tools generate statistical summary reports and intervention lists showing who has received care and who has not.  Simple reports templates facilitate creation of user-defined reports based on each clinic’s unique measurement set for a chronic condition.  Pre-coded reports and queries are available as well as full capability of Microsoft Access query writing tools.  Changes can be monitored over time for a patient population with a chronic condition documenting progress for quality initiatives and pay-for-performance measures.

Optional modules are available for electronically posting lab results into CDEMS and for aggregate reporting from multiple sites.

The only hardware requirement to implement CDEMS is a single PC for data entry and a printer (preferably color) to produce the progress note.  Microsoft Access( is required to run CDEMS.  CDEMS can be installed on a single PC or networked on a shared server across multiple workstations.  An SQL version of CDEMS is also available.

The CDEMS program files are available without charge on the "Download Files" page at www.cdems.com.  Detailed user guides are available on the web site as well as access to a User Forum where over 700 technical questions and answers are shared.  Technical support for CDEMS users in Washington State is funded by the Washington Department of Health.  Fee-based support is available to national users.
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