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Conference Call NOTES

September 30, 2009 

Attendees

Mary Swim – WVU OHSR
Adam Baus – WVU OHSR
Jennifer Boyd – New River Health Association
Marilyn Bachelor – Detroit Medical Center
Teri Caudle
Puneet Sahni – WV Health Improvement Institute
Lois Book
Marie Gravely – WVU OHSR

Agenda

· Survey review and future discussion topics

· Interfacing registries and EHRs

Discussion

Call held from the New River Health Association, located in Scarbro, WV. Provided an overview of the results of the web-based survey of the National CDEMS Support Group members. In summary, respondents noted that they would benefit from a variety of discussion topics during future monthly meetings. Topics range from registry implementation and set-up, troubleshooting, linking registry data within quality improvement efforts, data exchanges with electronic health records, to long-term CDEMS development and planning. In general, respondents note that it would be best to equally divide the meeting time among technical and clinical issues. While half of all respondents report taking part in only 1 to 3 monthly meetings in the last year, the reason for this tends to be not having enough available time. Members are from a variety of professional backgrounds; from nursing, epidemiology, technical support, program managers, and public health. Overall, respondents are pleased with these calls, and appreciate the opportunity to have these types of discussions on a national level.
 
Conversation led to issues some members of the group are having with double data entry, using EHRs while also using use CDEMS for sharing data. Discussed potential solutions; including building interfaces between the EHR and registry, and building new queries directly into the EHR.
 
Provided PowerPoint slides on a white paper titled “Interfacing Registries and EHRs,” which calls for open solutions to health information technology barriers. Discussed how our national group is a prototype in this type of effort.  Respondents noted that these calls continue to be a valuable service.
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