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12/9/04 Meeting Highlights

Fourteen CDEMS users from ten Washington clinics attended the CDEMS User Support Meeting in Kent, WA on December 9, 2004. Participants were: Michelle Stone (Community Health Centers - King County), Francisco Arias and Nelson Lopez (SeaMar Community Health Center - Seattle), Carla Railsback (Mid Valley Medical Group), Judy Tomassene, Dawn Giberson and Susan Mathew (Seattle Indian Health Board), Kelly LaRue (Cornerstone Family Physicians), Cathy Irby (Northwest Physicians Network), Shonnie Evans (Country Doctor Community Health Center), Sherry Kleiner (Caroline Downs Community Health Center), Shannon Bailey (Pike Market Medical Clinic), Anna Langland (Roxbury Family Healthcare), Cassandra Beard (St. Peter’s Family Medicine), Dusty Knobel & Jackie Gianunzio (CDEMS Support).

Self-Management Goal tracking was the main discussion topic for the meeting.  A guided tour of the CDEMS Forum was provided as well as a demonstration of Grouper, the first in a series of advanced CDEMS PowerTools.   The responses to five questions discussed during the meeting are included in the Q&A section at the end of this newsletter. 
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Discussion Topics

User Presentation:  Self-Management Goal Tracking

Data Specialist Cassandra Beard presented an extensive look at the self-management tracking system in place at St. Peter Family Medicine Residency program in Tacoma, WA.  Cassandra’s excellent PowerPoint slides and several forms (Diabetes provider visit form, standing orders form, Transtheoretical Model for Behavior Modification cards and data entry tips) mentioned in her presentation are available for download on the “Newsletter” page at www.cdems.com.  Below are the e-mail addresses requested by many User Meeting participants for key contacts involved in the self-management program at St. Peter’s:

Cassandra Beard, Data Specialist: Cassandra.Beard@providence.org  (360-493-4020)

Shari Gioimo, Medical Assistant: Shari.Gioimo@providence.org
Devin.Sawyer, Family Physician: Devin.Sawyer@providence.org
“Patients are more likely to be successful if they have decided on a goal that fits

within the context of their life, a goal that is concrete and specific, and that they

themselves feel they can accomplish.”

— Devin Sawyer, M.D.
CDEMS Demonstrations:

Guided Tour of CDEMS Forum

The Forum is an interactive repository of 500+ technical questions and answers about the CDEMS registry.  Access to the Forum is open (no registration required) and available to all CDEMS users to read, ask questions, or participate in discussions.  Visit the Forum at www.cdems.com.  The instructional guide distributed at the User Meeting is available on the “Forum” or “Newsletter” page on the web site.


Grouper Demo

[image: image4.wmf]Grouper is the first of a series of CDEMS Power Tools under development to perform advanced CDEMS functions.  The Grouper program combines data tables from multiple sites to produce aggregated reports.  The Grouper file and instruction sheet are available for download on the Newsletter and Download Files pages at www.cdems.com.  Watch for future PowerTools utilities to automate cohort analyses, ethnicity regrouping, patient inactivation, and more.
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Question #1 — In our version of CDEMS, we track patients in multiple clinics and it’s very time consuming to determine which clinic a patient is in to update the record.  Sometimes a patient record is created erroneously in two separate clinics and the records must then be merged into one!  Is there an easy way to find which clinic a patient is located in?

The easiest solution assumes that since you’re updating information for an existing patient, you’re likely working from a progress note with hand-written notations from the last visit.  The clinic code is clearly displayed in the progress note header – look just to the right of the patient’s chart number.

A more complex solution would be to the re-code the CDEMS data entry Print screen to display all patients with their clinic code, locate the patient of interest, then switch to the Entry tab and select the appropriate clinic to enter new data for the patient.  Another possibility would be to create a search button to find the clinic code based on the chart number.  Both of these options would require additional CDEMS programming which will be considered if there is sufficient interest. 

Question #2 – Is it possible to create a validation rule to insure that a 9-digit chart number is entered for our patients.  This would prevent many data entry errors in our system.

Yes, it is possible to define a rule in tblDemo.  If you’re using Microsoft Access version 2000 or higher, you must first convert the cdem_dta file to a 2k file.  Here are the steps for converting a 97 cdem_dta file to 2k:

1. Open cdem_dta.mdb > click on the inner X to close cdem_dta.mdb but leave Access open
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Click on Tools > Database Utilities > Convert Database > To Current Access Database Version
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Locate and click on the cdem_dta.mdb file in your CDEMS folder > press Convert.
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Save the converted file into the CDEMS folder with a new file name:  type  cdem2k_dta.mdb then click Save.











5. Next, double-click on the cdem2k_dta.mdb file to open > double-click on tblDemo

6. Click on View in menu bar at the top or the screen > Design View

7. In the tblDemo table, click on chart_number (the field properties box will open in the lower window)

8. Type Len(“chart_number”)=9 in the validation rule cell under the General tab.



9. Click on X in upper right corner to close tblDemo > Save changes to the design of tblDemo > do not test existing data for new rule

10. Click on X in upper right corner to close Access

11. Finally, there are a couple of cleanup steps to take care of in the CDEMS folder:

a. Rename the original cdem_dta.mdb (97 version) file to cdem97_dta.mdb and move it into a CDEMS archive folder.

b. Next rename the cdem2k_dta.mdb file to cdem_dta.mdb.  The Data Entry and Reports programs will then automatically find and link to the cdem_dta.mdb file.  Otherwise you’ll need to manually re-link the CDEMS Data Entry and Reports programs to the cdem2k_dta.mdb file.

Question #3 – Is it possible to establish similar validation rules to do error checking on lab results?

Yes though another module of code in the CDEMS Data Entry program would be needed.  A field in tlkpSetup called std_alert could store rules to validate manual entry of lab results.  Validation rules could not be used to check results entered through the electronic lab interface.  The std_alert field could also define validation rules for services as well.

Question #4 – How can I create a monthly report with a list measures by provider?

There are a couple of options here:  Use the Create-A-List template in the CDEMS Reports program (7-14-04) to develop a report with the desired measures listed; then filter on a different PCP each time you run the report.  This will produce the same report format for each PCP as long as the provider reports are run in a batch, one after the other.  The Create-A-List template is stored in a temp table until you create a new list or close the program.  Unlike the Create-A-Report template, Create-A-List reports cannot be saved and would have to be re-created each month.  Another option would be to develop a permanent custom report that could be run each month…

Question #5 – Why can’t the Create-A-Report summaries calculate denominators similar to the Diabetes Summary Report -- using # of patients with a test as the denominator rather than the total registry population?  

The code for calculating percentages is used repeatedly throughout the create-a-report summary and uses the total registry population across the board as the denominator for calculating percentages.  Clinics have different reporting needs that impact the choice of which denominator to use, so we expect that a one-size-fits-all approach will not satisfy everyone completely.  With CDEMS’ flexibility for users to add measures and health conditions, it is impossible for the programmer to know what is being tracked and what denominator would be appropriate for each measure for every clinic using the registry.

While it’s very difficult to know and code a moving denominator for each measure, the create-a-report template does enable users to calculate any denominator needed to manually calculate the percentages.  For example, include HbA1c in the create-a-report template to get the total number of patients with an HbA1c completed during the period.  Also include HbA1c with criteria < or = 7; then divide by the first HbA1c value (total receiving HbA1c) to manually calculate the percentage of patients with a result <= 7 of the patients who received the test.


Shannon Bailey won the December 9 door prize with a birthday closest to Dec. 25!


A tie resulted from the user survey to select a CDEMS PowerTools logo.  Dusty broke the tie between the toolbox and the gears icon – GEARS will represent the PowerTools utilities in CDEMS.

Next User Meeting:  stay tuned; date will be announced later…
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